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Questionnaire for Prospective Owners

	Your Name:
	

	Telephone Number:
	

	Email Address:
	

	Location:
	


	What made you want to own a Golden Retriever? 
REASON FOR ASKING:  They are large dogs that require regular exercise, training & attention or else they can become VERY destructive of house & garden. They are diggers in every sense of the word – so if you are garden proud you might need to reconsider or fence off the areas you want to preserve. They LOVE water = and believe me when you think there is no water, a Golden will find water to wallow in …at least their coats are relatively self-cleaning so after a wet & muddy wallow, once dried the dirt just falls off (usually on the floor in the house, on the couch).  So you would need to invest in a REALLY good vacuum cleaner. They also shed hair – so be prepared to always be adorned with a white hair or two (or 100).
	

	Have you owned /do you currently own a Golden Retriever? If yes, do you know the kennel name/s? 
	

	Do you just want a pet or would you like to participate in breed shows, obedience, carting or field trials? 

REASON FOR ASKING:  Temperament assessments are done on all puppies and for sporty families the more active Golden will be suitable. It does not guarantee that there is either a relaxed and / or a busy puppy in the litter but the temperament assessments has proven to be of great value & proven to be correct by matching the puppy personality & temperament to that what the family requires.
	

	Would you prefer a dog or a bitch puppy? 
REASON FOR ASKING:  This is important as you have to remember a bitch comes into season every 6 – 9 months for which she would either need to be kenneled (not preferred) or separated from dogs not neutered / spayed. They also can have a heavy or light discharge that would be all over the house. There are “clothing items” that can be used whilst she is indoors to keep it clean. Just remember to allow her out & remove the items so that she can go to the toilet. You can also use an old “panty” or underpants and cut a hole for the tail and use a normal sanitary towel. It is not fair to ban her outside whilst in season. If you want to spay her, it is best for them to have their first season – it just allows their bodies to mature properly. To spay thereafter is then recommended.
	

	Do you own other dogs? Please state their sex (whether intact or not), breed, type of pet & age? 
REASON FOR ASKING:  Relating to the question above. Also certain dogs are not suitable to be with Goldens – for instance Rottweilers, Dobermans, Saint Bernards = most large breed “aggressive” type dogs might harm a Golden puppy.
	

	Do you own other pets? 

REASON FOR ASKING:  Related to above question. Also cats need to be socialized with the puppy. If Goldens grow up with cats they have no issue. I have 4 Goldens with a Main Coon cat and they get along just fine. If you have a parrot around the house, the Golden might be very tempted to retrieve it & bring it to you = as they were bred to hunt game birds. This might either cause injury to the bird …or the puppy if the bird is feisty! (
	

	Do you have children? How old are they? 
REASON FOR ASKING:  The perception is that Goldens are always “good with children” = they are wonderful with any age child provided the child is good with the Golden!!
	

	What type of flooring does your home have? Carpets, tiles, laminate floors? (please specify) 
REASON FOR ASKING: As Goldens are dogs with hereditary problems (hip & elbow displaysia) it is important to keep the puppy relatively “still” during the first year of its life. No playing on tiles or loose carpets should be allowed as it could stretch and / or injure the joints. If you are careful & mindful in the first year, then it increases your chances of having a healthy adult & elderly Golden with 60%!
	

	Does your home have steps / balustrades and / or other high areas? 
REASON FOR ASKING:  Related to question above. Golden puppies should not jump ON or OFF anything high (higher than 30cm) as this would have the safe effect on their joints as playing too ruff. Care should also be taken that puppy does not fall off or slips on stairs.
	

	Is your garden level or do you have various levels of garden with steps?  
REASON FOR ASKING:  Related to above – same reasons.
	

	Do you have a pool? Is it fenced and covered with a net? Will you allow your Golden Retriever to swim in the pool?.
REASON FOR ASKING:  Goldens love water and there is a risk of puppy drowning. If they have access to the pool they will certainly get in and out as much as they can and will probably swim around. This leaves wet & soggy bodies. It is best to keep it covered – but best not to allow puppy near as he can get entangled in the net – AND puppy will chew the net if he gets a chance.
	

	Where will you be taking your puppy for Socialisation Classes?.
REASON FOR ASKING:  Very important for the development of their “temperament” and to not become fearful. All my puppies are raised in the house, so they get use to lots of handling, noises, smells, surfaces, etc. but it is important to do ongoing training to keep their minds busy as they are WORKING dogs. 
	

	What food do you intend to feed your puppy?  
REASON FOR ASKING:  Nutrition is probably the single most important thing for your new puppy for at least the first year. The food recommended is Royal Canin, Hills, Eukanuba or Vets Choice = Large Breed puppy. This is expensive food . They are fed less food (according to the exact specification) and in the end it is very close to the quantity fed with “normal” supermarket foods. This is a requirement to reduce the occurrence of hip & elbow displaysia as the food consists of exactly the right amount of nutrition required for a growing puppy.
	

	Which veterinary practice would you use? 
	

	Do you have any intentions to breed with the dog or bitch down the line? 
REASON FOR ASKING:  All puppies will have Breeding Restrictions. You can visit my website where Breeding Restrictions are explained in detail. You will not be able to register the puppies if the restrictions are not lifted. It would be preferred if you don’t breed as it is a big responsibility to do it properly, to find suitable homes & to raise healthy, happy puppies. It is also important to take the pedigrees of the dogs into consideration as certain breeding lines have problems & if you put the two “wrong” dogs together you can end up with disastrous consequences. You also have to be prepared to have all the health checks done on both parents which costs around R2000 per dog.
	

	Are you prepared to have this pet neutered / spayed to avoid unplanned litters? 
	

	Do you own any dog grooming equipment and would you be prepared to use it yourself or would the dog go to a grooming parlour? 
	

	Would you use boarding kennels? Is so, which ones? 
	

	Is there someone at home during the day? If not, how long would the dog be alone? 
Please remember to leave puppy in a safe & secure area where she can not cause damage to herself or to any garden / property or items. Puppies CHEW!!!
	

	How often do you go away on business /on holiday and what would you do with the dog when you go away? 
REASON FOR ASKING:  Goldens will suffer from separation anxiety when left home alone. They will become incredibly depressed & destructive when left alone. Especially if they are use to living inside the house – now to be placed in the garage. It is not fair to the dog. The best option is a boarding kennel – this costs around R60 per day per dog but it is the safest – not the ideal either but at least they will get more attention than just home alone, which should be less stressful. The best option is of course to take the dog with on holiday.
	

	Where and how would you exercise the dog? 
	

	Other Comments:
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